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Dear Readers 

 

I am pleased to say that the two local GET-TOGETHERS  we have had 

proved to be very successful. 

 

On Tuesday, 17th April twelve of us met at The Antoinette Hotel, Kingston.  

This was the third meeting at this Hotel and although our numbers were 

low, it was good to meet up again and enjoy a cuppa and a chat.  We 

missed some of you and hope your health is improving.  Our thanks to all 

of you who attended. 

 

On Wednesday, 16th May  fourteen ex KDCS students gathered round a 

long table at Denbies Wine Estate.  We had a very generous tea - couldn’t 

eat all the sandwiches - and lots of tea to keep our vocal chords lubricated.  

There was much chatting and talks of next year making it lunch.  Thank 

you to those of you who were able to attend, perhaps next year, a few more 

ex students will be able to join us.    We send our best wishes to those who 

missed our gathering due to illness and hope you are on the way to 

recovery.   

 

Our thanks go to Bob Coleman for finding the venue, Denbies is England’s 

largest Vineyard in the heart of the Surrey Hills with glorious views all 

around.   

 

Photographs of both these events are in this newsletter.  Thanks go to 

Peggy Parlett (Nunn) for the Antoinette photos.  I am afraid the ones I took 

at Denbies are rather dark.  They are not too bad in colour, but I have to 

turn them into ’greyscale’ for the newsletter.  I think I need some 

photography lessons!  Should you want a colour copy of your photo, 

please let me know and I will send one to you. 

 

 

 



 

 

Now we are half way through the year many of you may  have had a 

holiday and some are looking forward to their holiday still to come.  I hope 

the weather is kind to you whether in this country or abroad.  My  husband 

is in Rehabilitation following a stroke and unfortunately could not come  

on holiday to Cornwall with our daughter as planned.  However, he 

insisted I went, “to build up my strength to look after him when he returns 

home“.  I felt very guilty but I had an enjoyable week with lots of long 

walks with Lynn and her dog.  He is progressing well and hopes to return 

home shortly. 

 

We are continuing at present, to issue three newsletters each year, but I 

need material to put in the newsletter so please write in with your 

reminiscences - tell us what you are doing now - write about your holidays 

- let us know about long time friendships made at school.      I do enjoy 

reading your letters and I know our readers do also so I am looking 

forward to receiving lots of mail.   

 

Thanking you in advance for your contributions. 

  

Janet CK                                                          email janet@janeo.co.uk 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

SUBSCRIPTIONS  Thank you for all the subscriptions received.  If both 

husband and wife attended the school, only one subscription is required. 

 

£5 per annum payable in July.  Cheques should be made payable to KDCS 

Association and sent to KDCS Association, c/o Janet Creighton-Kelly, 2 

Maultway Close, Camberley, Surrey.  GU15 1PP 

 

Committee members:  Janet Creighton-Kelly (Wright) 01276 25357 

                                    Janet Steeples (Haddrell) 01932 873478 

Website                       www.kdcsa.co.uk 

Website Manager:       Stephen Jones - e-mail sjones@9380.co.uk 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

BERNARD  LYNE  1948-50 emails from Yorkshire….. The piece from 

Elizabeth Kober in the March 2018 magazine jogged a memory of mine 

when she mentioned the 100 Club in Oxford Street.  Way back in the 

annals of time, 1948 to be exact, as a naïve 15 year old, in my first year of 

KDCS, a friend Roger who was a pupil/student in the school next door 

took me along to the then London Jazz Club at that address. 

 

The band playing was Humphrey (Humph) Lyttleton’s, at that time a very 

trad band, Wally Fawkes and the Christie brothers being prominent 

members, with no singers involved.  During the evening, in a very smokey 

basement atmosphere, when the band was in full spate, a skinny young 

man jumped up on stage and grabbed the mike and started singing along.  

Humph managed to push him off but he instantly climbed back on, 

whereby Humph did his best to dissuade him, by pushing while at the same 

time still playing; but in the end persistence won out and he finished the 

item singing in a gravelly voice.  The number was Doctor Jazz, and the 

young man was George Melly, and I’ve since learned that it was his very 

first  performance.     

 

Another memory of the London Jazz Club of that period was a very lovely 

young lady, complete with Ponytail hair, jiving. She had a tee shirt in white 

with a picture of herself on both front and back; that  young lady?  Joan 

Collins, at age 15, both she and I had never heard of each other then, and 

to this day I don’t suspect she has heard of me! 

 

I also spotted the picture of Haydon Jannaway in one of the photos in the 

magazine, not in my year but I often met him at parties in the years as a 

young man making my way in the world. He was a policeman in the Met if 

my memory serves.  Wonder what happened to him. 

 

Keep sending the mag please. 

 

Bernard signs “From God’s own County Yorkshire”. 

******** 

 

 



 

 

BILL  CRISELL  1944/46  writes from Oakville, Ontario, Canada….. 

Reunion 1995 - I did hesitate about attending the reunion considering the 

air fare cost but decided to do so, booked my flights and notified John 

Crisp of my intention.  Afterwards I was glad that I did attend.  In England 

I was staying with my Stepmother in Belmont and she kindly drove me to 

Hinchley Wood.  I think I would have got lost on the way using trains and 

buses. 

 

There were four of us attending from Gregg 1944/46 - Lillian Adams 

(Hammond) - accompanied by husband Dennis.  From Canada.  Bill 

Crisell.  From Canada.  Harry Hall - at that time he lived in Arundel. 

Jane Milton (Ellis) - accompanied by husband Eric.  From Worcester Park. 

 

I also knew many of the other attendees and it was interesting to catch up 

on our news over the years.  I did not introduce myself to Dr Britton (or 

should that be Sir?  I have a recollection he was knighted)  in case he 

recalled my very, very low marks in Mathematics! 

 

When the evening ended my Stepmother kindly collected me and on the 

way to Belmont we drove Jane and Eric Milton home.  Next week I met 

Jane and Eric for a pub lunch in Worcester Park which gave us another 

opportunity to talk over our school days and afterwards. 

 

From left: 

 

Bill Crisell 

Jane Milton 

(Ellis) 

Lillian Adams 

(Hammond) 

Dennis Adams 

 

 

 

 

 

******** 



 

 

IRIS  FREESTONE  writes from Walton on Thames…..  You asked if any 

readers attended the first Reunion on 20th May 1995.  I certainly did and 

collected two friends to take with me (we had previously had two or three 

get-togethers with those we had been able to find from our class of 1946-

1948). 

 

My diary entry for the day reads: 

 

“Arrived at KDCS 6pm - people swarming in and all nattering and excited.  

Over 300 due and certainly many came - all going round looking at labels 

(we wore badges with our year and name) and photos - lovely evening - 

about 10 from our class - 5 or 6 others we knew.” 

******** 

Do any more readers remember attending this first reunion? 

 

BRIAN  SHEPHERD  emails from New South Wales, Australia….. I 

recently went to see the film ‘Darkest Hour’.  Being 6 years of age when 

war was declared and 12 years when VE Day celebrated the end of the war 

in Europe, it raised many memories of that time. 

 

The various wins and losses of the battles came to mind and the positive 

attitude of our head master at Cobham School - Mr Boulden who gave us a 

good spin on the happenings when we were all together at morning 

attendance as our early day’s gathering was called. 

 

However what also came to mind was the way the BBC kept us entertained 

with a large supply of comedy programmes on the radio with the likes of 

ITMA and my particular favourite - Happidrome. 

 

The signature tune that introduced the latter one each week was ‘We three 

in Happidrome, working for the BBC Ramsbottom and Enoch and me.’ 

‘Me’ was Mr Lovejoy, Ramsbottom had a supporting role and Enoch was 

the idiot of the group.   His catchphrase was ‘Let me tell you’ and he 

proceeded to. 

 

 

 



 

 

On one occasion, Mr Lovejoy remarked that Enoch had a cut on his 

forehead to which the reply was “I bit myself”.  “How could you bite 

yourself up there” queried Mr Lovejoy to be told “I stood on a chair”.  

Laughter from the studio audience. 

 

I have told this story to many Australian friends who shake their heads in 

sorrow.  I explain that it was humour like that, that got us through the war 

with the added comment, “Hitler didn’t stand a chance.” 

 

With the modern advent of Youtube and what can be found there, I 

wondered if there are any excerpts of ‘Happidrome’.  To my surprise there 

are even though it was mainly a radio show.  It appears it was also on the 

Music Halls too. 

 

If anyone is interested, the Youtube link to Happidrome is: 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=987Cr8K8nPl 

 

A copy and paste job should get you onto it.  (Computer lingo for those in 

the know.) 

 

Are there any members who experienced that era with similar memories? 

 

Readers - goody - another subject you can write about - memories about 

radio shows or early TV programmes. 

 

Brian adds - Have you seen Darkest Hour?  I understand that when it was 

being shown in the UK cinemas, a number of people got up and applauded  

WC’s final speech.  I did feel like doing it myself but would have been the 

only one.  Perhaps it may have encouraged others to stand up - but I wasn’t 

going to risk it only being me! 

******** 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

SADLY   

 

ALFRED  SOLOMON   Maja Czerkas (nee Solomon) writes….  Just to 

let you know that my father Alfred Solomon passed away last November.  

Looking back at his student report for the 2 years he was at KDCS he was 

not a brilliant student but a loyal one and what shone through in the report 

he wrote for the school on a visit to the proms was his love of music.  Dad 

left in 1939 to start his first job with  Surrey County Council and then 

worked in the NHS for 40 years.  He retired at 60 and after 35 years of 

retirement he passed away last November aged 95. 

 

He joined the Royal Navy in 1940 as a telegraphist, was sunk in the North 

Sea and was a POW for 2 years.  He married Irene in 1945, they had 3 

children and celebrated 70 years in November 2015.  Unfortunately Mum 

passed away in 2016.  In 1951 Dad bought his first double bass and played 

in dance bands and symphony orchestras until in his 80s.  Ill health forced 

him to retire.  

          

 

 

 

         This is a picture taken at the 

         Reunion held on April 2012.  Alfred 

         was  presented with a birthday cake 

         to celebrate his 90th birthday.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

VIVIENNE  PASHBY  (Cooley).  Christine, Vivienne’s daughter, advised 

that her mother died peacefully on 28th December 2017.  She always 

enjoyed reading the newsletter, and  it was as a result of reading Vivienne’s 

letter in the July 2011 issue that Bill Kauffman contacted her.  She leaves a 

son and daughter and will be sorely missed.    

 

This picture of 

Vivienne and Bill  was 

taken when Bill 

Kauffman and his wife 

visited Vivienne when 

they were on a short 

holiday in England in 

March 2012.  Vivienne 

and Bill were in the 

same class from 1934-

36 and were meeting 

again after 76 years. 

 

ROBERT  DANIELS  Robert passed away on 29th March.  He is survived 

by his wife Kay, one daughter and son in law and two grandchildren.   He 

will be sadly missed. 

 

VALERIE  McNEE  (Webster)  A Memorial Service was held at East 

Horsley for Valerie who died in April after a long illness.  She will be 

remembered for her prowess  in the athletic field. 

 

MARGARET  (PEGGY)  PICCO  Stephen Picco writes…. It is with 

sadness I have to inform you of the death of my mother, Margaret (Peggy) 

Picco (nee Dawson) on 18th February at St 

Georges Hospital, Tooting, after a very brief 

illness.  She was 92, and is survived by a son, 

Stephen and a daughter, Caroline.  It is fitting 

that some of her Clerihews were published in 

your March edition. 

 



 

 

 BOB  PHAROAH  emails from Victoria, Australia….. Yvette Solomon 

contacted me regarding the sad death of her father, Alfred Solomon.  

Alfred was at KDCS long before me but I learnt of him through articles he 

contributed about his wartime experiences (what a remarkable man!).  I did 

my National Service Training in the RN, and was the first national 

serviceman to serve on HM Submarines.  The MTB training ship “HMS 

Hornet” (a “Stone Frigate”) was right next door to the submarine training 

ship “HMS Dolphin” (a “Stone Frigate”) in Gosport, Hants.  Alfred was a 

Radio Officer (“Sparker”) and did his wireless-telegraphy training on 

another “Stone Frigate” in St Budeaux in Devon, “HMS Impregnable”, 

(which, when I was doing my NS, believe it or not, was the WRNS 

barracks!)  By the way, I only rose to the dizzy heights of Leading Stoker-

Mechanic!  I would not have made it into the RN for my National Service 

had it not been for the fact that my Dad served in the Navy in both WW1 

and WW2 and was “Mentioned in Despatches” at aged 16 in the Battle of 

the Dardanelles.   It was a great privilege to sit next to Alfred at the school 

reunion, when he celebrated his 90th birthday (and to share his birthday 

cake).   

******** 

MARJORIE  PURKESS  (Darlington)  1948-51  After being urged to 

rejoin the Association by fellow member Celia Bradbury, Marjorie 

writes….. Two good letters have followed my original letter in the March 

2017 issue - one from Cynthia Rowland (Jackson) and another from Dora 

Bard (Ulman) both very good actresses. (’Hello’ to both!).  My promised 

article  about the Drama Group is actually written, but thanks to my 

ineptitude with the computer, still not available to send, until I can get the 

wretched thing (or the equally wretched printer) to work! 

 

We are looking forward to reading your article about the Drama Group 

and I will make every effort to decipher your handwriting should your 

computer not be repaired.                                                           Janet C-K 

******** 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

THE  ANTOINETTE  HOTEL 

Tuesday, 17th April 2018 

 

 

From left: 

Mary Eastaff 

Jacqueline Sadler 

Norma Haywood 

Peggy Parlett 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From left: 

Marian Green 

Audrey Daborn 

Iris Freestone 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From left: 

Marian Green 

Marian Coleman 

Bob Coleman 

Janet Steeples 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

From left: 

Jacqueline Sadler 

Mary Eastaff 

Norma Haywood 

Janet Steeples 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From left: 

Audrey Daborn 

Janet C-Kelly 

Iris Freestone 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

******** 

GERALD HOWELL  emails in March from Victoria, Australia….. Thank 

you for the newsletter, I always look forward to receiving it.  My last 

friend in the UK passed away last November so I do not get much news 

about the old country now.  I still have relatives in Bristol but do not keep 

in touch.  I do have an uncle in Calgary, Canada and speak with him 

occasionally.  On the bright side I have a lovely family in Oz.  Three 

daughters and one son with 12 grandchildren,  plus my associates from the 

past business, a cheerful group from Probus etc so Pat and I are always 

busy.  We are just booking flights to go to Sydney to be with my youngest 

daughter and husband for a birthday party for both of her children.   



 

 

I am involved with two car clubs, Jaguar and Rolls-Royce and they always 

have social events to attend.  In April the Jaguar Club has a rally in 

Adelaide so we will be driving there in my XK sports car.  The weather 

should be good and with the  hood down will enjoy driving around the 

Adelaide Hills which is a huge wine area.  Weather here has been very hot 

with little rain.  A problem for the garden but we do have a sprinkler 

system.  Today has finally turned cool, down to 14c so had to put on a 

sweater.  Well, must go off to do my aquatic exercise in warm water of 34c. 

I send kindest regards to you all. 

******** 

PHOTOS TAKEN AT DENBIES WINE ESTATE 

Wednesday, 16th May 2018 

 

From left: 

Gerald 

Steeples 

Trevor 

Steeples 

Janet Steeples 

Norman Luhr 

Marian Green 

Les Green 

Jillian Paul 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From left: 

Bob Coleman 

Pamela Budd 

Marian Coleman 

 

 

 



 

 

                                                        

Edna Holt chatting to  

Gerald Steeples 

 

Edna was sister to Ethel Bryant 

who sadly passed away in August 

2017. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From left: 

Jillian Paul 

John Low 

Shirley Rosser 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From left: 

John Low 

Shirley Rosser 

Bob Coleman 

Pamela Budd 

Marian Coleman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

From left: 

Norman Luhr 

Marian Green 

Les Green 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From left: 

Edna Holt 

Gerald Steeples 

Trevor Steeples 

Janet Steeples 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

******** 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

JANET  PRISCILLA’S  PAGE 

 

Dear Friends 

 

Well summer is upon us with this lovely hot 

weather, which I must say is hard going now we 

have got OLD!!  We used to love the heat, 

especially living in Libya for 2½ years in the early 

seventies - we were there when Colonel Gaddafi 

took over on lst September 1969. 

 

We have just returned from two weeks in Spain, where again the 

temperature was over 80° most days, with only one heavy storm - thunder 

and lightening at night - we had a good time anyway. 

 

I must say the afternoon tea at the Antoinette Hotel in April and the visit to 

Denbies in May were most enjoyable.  Mind you, the weather was kind but 

could have been better, after saying about the present sunshine and heat. 

My husband and son also came to Denbies and enjoyed meeting new 

friends in a relaxed and calm atmosphere, although there was a bit of 

coming and going if you wanted to talk to someone at the other end of the 

table! 

 

I hope you enjoy the rest of the summer and do all the things you really 

want to do.  It would be good to arrange more meetings within ourselves, 

the only problem, of course, is making sure it is the right time for 

everyone.  It was a pity so few could make one of the last two meetings.   

 

We must start to get ready for the onslaught of winter and Christmas.  The 

shops start so early nowadays, it is frightening.  By the time Christmas 

arrives you have forgotten - or can’t find - where you have put anything 

you have already bought.   My failings are calendars, buy the one I really 

want then don’t find it until March, having acquired new ones in the 

meantime! 

 

Take care. 

Love and Bless You.                                                           Janet Priscilla 


